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Cover Photograph - ©Bev Horton.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘŜŦǎ ¢ŀōƭŜΩ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нрth within Pullman Car DOVER HARBOR as the car sat in 
Washington, DC Union Station. 
 
 
 
 
 
From The Coupé. 
 
Welcome aboard your bi-monthly Pullman & CIWL Newsletter. 
  
To build on the success of the previous three editions, I remain dependent on readers contributing news, 
articles and photographs, in the form of all aspects of Pullman and CIWL operations both past, present and 
future and of course aspect of both within the model railway interests. 
 
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by E-mail or printing a copy, 
to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters Pullman & CIWL. 
 
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list, please send an Email to the 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
   
In the past some readers have failed to receive their copies as published for one reason or another, I do get 
bounce backs advising that an e-mail address no longer exists or the mail box full.  
In the event by the second Monday of each publication month (June, August, October, December, February 
& April) your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the missing 
edition. 
 

The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

άInformation is for sharing - not gathering dustέ 
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Pullman Car History.  
 

Pullman Name:   MILAN. 
Type of Car:    Parlour First Class. 
Into Service:    January 1921.  
Original Builder:   Birmingham Carriage & Wagon Company. 
Pre 1960 Schedule No:  98. 
Post 1960 Schedule No:  98.   
Tare:    40t. 
Seats:     26.  
Bogies:    2 x 6 wheels. 

 

 
©Antony M Ford. 

 
Seating Plan MILAN - 1921. 

 
One car of an order placed in 1919 for a total of twelve cars (Six Parlour First & six Kitchen First) for use on 
the South Eastern & Chatham Railways Dover & Folkestone Continental Boat Train Services. 
Six cars (PADUA (PF), PORTIA (KF), CALAIS (PF), MILAN (PF), PALMYRA (KF)  & ROSALIND (KF), were 
constructed by the Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Company Limited at its Smethwick Works. 
The remaining six cars CADIZ (PF), SUNBEAM (PF), SYLVIA (PF), MALAGA (KF), NEPTUNE  (KF) & MONACO (KF) 
were constructed by the Pullman Car Company at its Longhedge Works in South London.  
 
The livery applied by the Pullman Car Company was as applied to the South Eastern & Chatham Railways 
operational Pullman cars of Crimson Lake (as applied presently to Pullman car TOPAZ within the National 
Collection at the NRM York).  
Allocated the name located in the normal location for car name and numbers mid lower panel on both sides. 
 
1924.   Allocated to the Continental Express (SECR). 
  
1932.   Fitted with a small pantry. 
 
1932.   Seating increased to 27. 
 
1935.   Seating reduced to 26. 
 
1947 May.  Remodelled to Third Class Parlour CAR No.98. Seating 38. 
 
1947 - 1961.  Known to be allocated to the Bournemouth Belle. 
 
1961 January.  Withdrawn from service. 
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Sold to British Railways for £1,276 and converted to a Pullman Camping Coach. 
Drawing No.P-154.  Allocated to BR Southern Region and allocated the identity of 
 No.P52. (Source: G J.Child). 

 
1963.   Allocated to Corfe Castle May 1961, joining P43 (CORAL) June 1960. 
 
1968 Spring.  With P43 broken-up on site. 

 
Information Sources:  - 
 
Pullman Car Services - Archive.  
Pullman in Europe - G.Behrend 1962 - ISBN Not registered. 
Pullman Profile No.1 - The 12-Wheel Cars - Antony M Ford - ISBN 978-1-906419-00-4 - Noodle Books.  
G J.Child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pullman & CIWL News - Passengers Reservations List. 
 

308 x First Class Passengers. 
 

2 x Web Sites - Passenger Numbers Unknown. 
 

Welcome aboard to the following joining passengers: - 
 

H.Wingchen & R.Bartlett 
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FREE INTERNET NEWSLETTERS, MAGAZINES & WEB SITES. 
 
Bringing Back The Brighton Belle. 
The wonderful Brighton Belle, the only electric all-Pullman train in the world, succeeded the steam service 
between London and Brighton in 1933 and became the world's first electric inter-city train. A much loved 
railway icon, the three five-car train sets were withdrawn by BR in 1972. Now we have a wonderful idea - an 
amazing feat of restoration, to bring together a complete train set and return the Belle to the mainline! To 
follow progress with the restoration and help.  
http://www.brightonbelle.com 
 

BritPull.                                                                                                                                                                               

Pullmans in Britain. An opportunity to discuss all aspects of Pullman vehicles and their workings in Britain. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/ 
 
Blue Pullman. 
A group for anyone interested in the British Rail Blue Pullman sets which operated between London and 
Manchester / Birmingham / South Wales. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/ 
 
Pullman Company Researchers. 

A friendly discussion group for anyone with a genealogical or historical interest in the Pullman Company and 

their ancestors who were associated with it. Includes Pullman Company, Pullman Car Works, Pullman Palace 

Car Company, Pullman porters etc. and the town of Pullman near Chicago built for Pullman employees. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/ 
 
Mre Mag. 
Model Railway Express - Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modelers with thrice weekly news 
and readers' discussion.  Also, model and book reviews, classified ads, etc. Over 1,000 readers and published 
every Monday, Wednesday & Friday by Pat Hammond.   
Visit  www.mremag.com for further detail and information. 
 
Raildate. 
The weekly newsletter produced and also published by Howard Sprenger every Friday covering general 
railway subjects with links to sites for further information visit: - 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/ 
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter. 
 
Railway Herald. 
Railway Herald is a colour magazine that covers todayΩǎ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ scene in the UK. 
Please note this magazine has been updated into a new format, I recommend if you have yet to view this 
magazine you do so now. 
Visit www.railwayherald.co.uk for further detail and information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.brightonbelle.com/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/
http://www.mremag.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
http://www.railwayherald.co.uk/
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MODEL RAILWAY NEWS. 

 
 ©John McFarlane. 
 

WƻƘƴ aŎCŀǊƭŀƴŜΩǎ BR Observation Car No.SC281 
 
I must say am MOST impressed with the model received in early October, the lining is completely accurate. 
I remember seeing the car when it was based in Inverness as an 11 year old so well.  
Unfortunately there is one small error, the car number on the bar side is at the wrong end, as it should be at 
the saloon end nearest the end windows, but this can easily be rectified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The release date for the 2012 range of Hornby products will be Tuesday January 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012  
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The Past Remembered. 
 
1886 ς 125 Years Ago. 
 
December 5th.  The London Brighton & South Coast Railway commence operation of an all Pullman 
   ǘǊŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘΩΦ 
   The four cars allocated are not new build, they consist LOUISE (ex-ARIEL),  

BEATRICE (ex-GLOBE),  VICTORIA (II) (ex-ADONIS) and MAUD (ex-CERES). 
The service inaugurated within the United Kingdom the first all electric lighting 
throughout the train formation. 
(Information Source Julian Morel & Brian Haresnape). 
 

 1896 - 115 Years Ago. 
  
December 1st. ¢ƘŜ DƛƭōŜǊǘ ŎŀǊǎ ŦƻǊƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ IŀǎǘƛƴƎǎ /ŀǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴΩ. 
   (Information Source PCS-Archive). 

    

    
1936 - 75 Years Ago. 
 
December 20th. Noted passing Stafford on a Football Charter (Between Charlton Athletic & Bolton- 

Wanderers). The formation consisting of eight Southern Railway coaches and 
Pullman car SAPPHIRE. The roof coach boards displayed LONDON-MARGATE-
BROADSTAIRS-RAMSGATE.  
(Information Source Railway Magazine February 1937 & February 1987). 

 
1946 - 65 Years Ago. 
 
December 27th. Noted at the Pullman Company Preston Park Workshops at Brighton. 
 Pullman cars CYNTHIA, VERA, REGINA, LORAINE, EUNICE, LUCILLE. 
 
 Noted at Burgess Hill - Pullman cars FORMOSA & MALAGA. 
 
 Noted at Hove ς Pullman cars CAR No.9 & PALMYRA.  

(Information Source R.W.Kidner). 
 

 
1947 - 64 Years Ago. 
 
January 1st. Mr Douglas Stewart relinquishes his appointment as Catering Superintendent of the 

Pullman Car Company. Mr J.J.Morel has temporarily assumed these duties. 
(Information Source PCS-Archive). 

 
1952 - 59 Years Ago. 
 
Early Year. The Pullmŀƴ /ŀǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜǾƻƴ .ŜƭƭŜ Ψ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ 

1952. This was later retracted when a weekend service only would operate and did 
so until 1954. 
(Information Source R.W.Kidner). 
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Date unknown.  The Southern Region name various SouthŀƳǇǘƻƴ .ƻŀǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǳƴŀǊŘŜǊΩΣ  
Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎƳŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ŎŀǊ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ   
 (Information Source R.W.Kidner). 
 

1957 - 54 Years Ago. 
 
Date unknown. Stanley Adams retires as Chairman of the Pullman Car Company. 
 Sir John Elliot assumes the role of chairman, and he will be the last Chairman of the 

Pullman Car Company. 
 Frank Harding OBE presently General Manager will assume the role of Managing- 

Director.  
(Information Source PCS-Archive) 

 
Date unknown. Both ex-Devon Belle Observation cars sold to British Railways. 
 CAR No.14 allocated the identity of SC281 for the Glasgow to Oban services. 
 CAR No.13 allocated the identity of M280 for North Wales Land Cruise services. 

(Information Source PCS-Archivel). 
 

1962 - 49 Years Ago. 
 
Date unknown. During the first six months of this year, exact date not known. Mr.Minifie is 

presented with an engraved silver ashtray recording that he is the 100,000th 
ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛŘƭŀƴŘ tǳƭƭƳŀƴΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ϧ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ 

 Alson the train chef Mr F.Stillmakes produces a birthday cake to celebrate the trains 
second birthday. Both Mr Morris & Mr Reynolds of the Pullman Car Company attend 
the event. 
(Information Source Modern Railways September 1962). 
 

February 26th. ¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǳƴƛǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ tǳƭƭƳŀƴΩ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭΦ 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘōȅ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ²Ŝƭƭǎ CŀǊƎƻΩ ŀ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ 
hauled set. This includes four second class and one first class Pullman (CECILIA) cars 
with two ordinary BR coaches. 
The standby train formation remained in service covering until March 12th.  
(Information Source Railway Magazine May 1962). 
 

 
 

PRESERVATION NEWS. 
 
CAR No.14 - Devon Belle Observation Car. 
 
Following the publication of the last newsletter, information was received that the planned move of  
CAR No.14 from Derby to the West Somerset Railway is now no longer to be undertaken. 
The future location of the car is at this time unknown. 
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The Eastern Region of British Railways Pacific Class Locomotive Pullman Workings - Tommy Knox. 
 

My thanks to Tommy Knox for the following information on the East Coast Main Line. 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ Ψ5ƻǿƴΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¦ǇΩ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƘǳǎΣ ŀƴ  Ψ¦ǇΩ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ [ƻƴŘƻƴ YƛƴƎǎ /ǊƻǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ƻǿƴΩ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎe working from Kings Cross. 
LΦŜΦ !ƭƭ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦t [ƛƴŜΩΦ 
 
Queen of Scots. 
 
Dec 1951 / Jan 1952 
 
52.01.26            60084   131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle 
 
 
Dec 1961 / Jan 1962 
 
61.12.11            60019   1S57 11.50 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
61.12.12            60001   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
61.12.16            60014   serviced on Gateshead shed / 1E14 Up Queen of Scots Newcastle - Leeds  
62.01.01            60147   1E14 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / on Gateshead shed  
62.01.01            60515   on Gateshead shed / 1E14 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle   
62.01.06            60001   1E14 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / on Gateshead shed  
62.01.06            60150   on Gateshead shed / 1E14 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
62.01.09            60020   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
62.01.11            60081   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
62.01.12            60001   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
62.01.18            60073   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross 
62.01.19            60073   1E14 Up Queen of Scots from Leeds 
62.01.19            60073   1E14 Up Queen of Scots from Leeds 
62.01.20            60073   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross 
62.01.20            60127   1E14 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
62.01.20            60141   1E14 Up Queen of Scots into Kings Cross  
62.01.22            60141   1E14 Up Queen of Scots into Kings Cross 
62.01.24            60073   1E14 Up Queen of Scots from Leeds  
62.01.27            60124   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Leeds  
62.01.27            60158   1S57 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
62.01.27            60533   1S57 11.50 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross 
62.01.29            60074   1S57 11.50 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
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Tees Tyne Pullman. 
 
51.12.21            60015   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
51.12.24            60008   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
51.12.27            60042   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
51.12.31            60006   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
 
61.12.01            60053   1A15 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  / 19.37 Dn from Kings Cross  
61.12.06            60001   1A50 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  / serviced on Gateshead shed ( 
61.12.22            60003   1A50 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
62.01.04            60022   1A15 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
62.01.15            60067   07.53 Sunderland - Kings Cross / 1A50 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
62.01.22            60103   07.53 Sunderland - Kings Cross / 1A50 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
62.01.29            60059   07.53 Sunderland - Kings Cross / 1A50 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
 
Yorkshire Pullman. 
 
51.12.27            60820   19 Up Yorkshire Pullman   
51.12.31            60114   19 Up Yorkshire Pullman  
 
 
61.12.02            60141   1E08 Up Yorkshire Pullman  
61.12.15            60148   1E08 Up Yorkshire Pullman off at Biggleswade / on Hitchin shed  
61.12.16            60088   1E08 Up Yorkshire Pullman  
61.12.18            60858   1N24 Dn Yorkshire Pullman from Paxton  
61.12.22            60124   1E08 10.45 Up Yorkshire Pullman  
62.01.01            60086   1N24 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
62.01.22            60109   1E08 Up Yorkshire Pullman piloted by D9009 from Hitchin  
 
Harrogate Sunday Pullman. 
 
61.12.10            60008   1N07 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman / on Holbeck shed  
61.12.17            60088   1N07 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman  
61.12.31            60074   1N07 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman 
62.01.07            60131   1N07 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman 
62.01.14            60126   1N07 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman 
 
 
 
  
Can you help Tommy. 
 
I am putting on about 1,000 workings per month on to the database and it now stands at over 750,000 
Pacific and V2 workings. I would be grateful if readers who were spotting in steam days could look through 
their notebooks and if they find any information to contact me.  
My email address is Tommy@lner-pacifics.me.uk.  
I am also happy to answer any reasonable enquiries if I can. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Tommy@lner-pacifics.me.uk
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INTERESTED IN MATTERS PULLMAN and/or CIWL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
THE PULLMAN SOCIETY 

 
The Society is dedicated to the study of all aspects of Pullman operations in the British Isles and 

Continental Europe ς and in the United States, where the first cars were built and services began. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ά¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ ²ŀȅέ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ch¦w ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘe 
Newsletter of breaking news. 

 
For further details including Membership please contact 

Alan Wood - Email awood17166@aol.com 
 

For further information visit the Pullman Society web site 
 

www.thepullmansociety.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  

  

         

 
THE INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 
Established at the Nene Valley Railway, Wansford, England in November 2007, the principal purposes of 
the society are to: 
Support the restoration of rolling stock of The Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grands 
Express Europeens, owned by and based at the Nene Valley Railway, currently restaurant car 2975 and 
sleeping car 3916, both practically and financially. 
Promote and develop a Museum facility, to be called the 'Night Mail' to display the carriages and 
associated artefacts, in conjunction with the Nene Valley Railway TPO group. 
Collate both historical and current day information on the company Wagons-Lits, its carriages and 
artefacts, making the information freely available on the web site, in publications and in the future 
museum facilities. 
Promote the world wide preservation of historically important railway rolling stock and artefacts. 

 
¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ άƭŜǎ DǊŀƴŘǎ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŞŜƴǎέ is published twice a year. 

 
For membership details and information relating to CIWL visit the IRPS web site 

 
www.irps-wl.org.uk 
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                 ©PCS-A. 

May 20th 2006 at Sheffield Park ς ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΩǎ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ. 

Montagu Motor Museum, Beaulieu February 1964 to April 1972. 
 

In the last edition of the newsletter the actual identification of each Pullman car as seen in the 
photograph below was at that time not known.  
My thanks to Richard Salmon & John McFarlane for advising the identity of each car as detailed below.  

  
  

  
  

Ex-Southern Railway Schools Class 4-4-л bƻΦолуну Ψ{¢h²9Ω 
  

Pullman Cars 
 

AGATHA   ς   FINGALL   ς   CAR No.35 
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MAILBAG. 
 

 
©Clive Hanley. 
 
Mailbag is your opportunity to ask and also respond to questions and queries as raised. 
Send your Email questions, queries and responses to pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk  

 
 
 
Mail Bag 06/ 2011. 
 
Midland Blue Pullman Eastern Region Test run on Saturday October 16th 1965. 
Leeds to Kings Cross and Return - Alan Vacani. 
 
I know the Power Cars used on this test run were M60090 & M60091.  
I am endeavoring to identify the other 4 vehicles in the set that day. I happened to view the return working 
passing Welwyn Garden City around 4.20 p.m. that afternoon (aged 12!). 
I have been able to identify the full consist in either of the recent Blue Pullman books or Modern 
Locomotives Illustrated No 176. 
A brief trawl through both Railway Magazine & Railway World suggested no photo was published in either 
although I think one may have appeared somewhere at the time. 
 
Antony Ford - Responds. 
 
According to my notes, the test run was composed of cars: M60090, M60730, M60740, M60743, M60732 
and M60091. 
As noted, the train ran Leeds Central - YƛƴƎΩǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ Ǿƛŀ 5ƻƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΦ  
The Senior officers were accommodated in M60740 and others in M60730. 
  

 
Editors Request. 
 
Has any reader an image of this working to share with others in the next edition. 
 
 

mailto:pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
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Mail Bag 07/2011. 

Pullman Car Brass Taps - Alan Thomas. 

I am contacting you after finding Coupe News No 55 online and reading of a set of ex Wagon-Lits Pullman 
brass taps (item No. 44 on P20) listed as to be sold by auction. I have recently acquired what appears to be 
an identical set of taps for our kitchen and I was wondering if, with your knowledge of all things Pullman, you 
might be able to suggest any of the likely history of them. If you are able to provide any information, or point 
me to anyone else who might be able to I would be extremely grateful. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I purchased the taps from Leominster Reclamation in Herefordshire, and were sold without any reference to 
the Orient Express, it was only on receipt that we noticed the legend on the inserts and searched for 
information online. Finding the image in your newsletter of similar taps offered at auction by Sheffield 
Railwayana suggested they might genuinely be from such stock.  
I contacted the auctioneers and they suggested the taps may be from the 1920s-30s but were unable to offer 
anything further. 
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In Response. 
 
As I am no expert in such things I contacted a number of readers to whom I acknowledge their expertise in 
matter relating to CIWL and also the Orient Express. 
 
Jos Geilen - Responds. 
 
This kind of "Orient Express" brass taps is often offered e.g. on eBay. 
I doubt that they are CIWL taps because of three reasons:  
1. It is a mixer tap of the type used in kitchens, kitchen in CIWL cars had separate taps for hot and cold water, 
2. The flexible tubes for the connection of the tap with the stopcocks are too modern and not known in 
Orient Express' days, 
3. Advertisements for companies like Twyfords in the 1920's show only separate taps. 
  
 Kees Wijnnobel - Responds. 
 
Your question regarding the Orient Express taps got to me through Otto Dijkstra. 
My 'answer' to the question from Alan Thomas would possibly be quite disappointing, but I give my opinion 
for what it is worth: 
 
First, over the past few years I have seen very similar items being sold on ebay and always wondered about 
these taps being genuine. Secondly I was one time 'tricked' into purchasing, also on ebay, a Orient Express 
table lamp. Well that was just the small brass plate mentioning OREX Paris Istanbul, the table lamp itself 
being something quite new and not at all anything remotely similar to CIWL stuff of that period. 
 
To me the taps fall in the same category and with reason: 
CIWL used its rolling stock in the Orient Express as in so many other famous trains. Carriages could be 
assigned to that train and after a few years run in another (luxe)service. On top of this there was only one 
real Orient Express, the one linked Calais/Paris with the East via Vienna, Budapest, with only a single carriage 
from Paris and Oostende with destination to Istanbul (from Budapest via Belgrade).  
The others being Swiss-Arlberg- Orient-Express, Oostende-Vienna-Orient-Express, Simplon-Orient-Express, 
connection several European capitals with each other and Istanbul. Furthermore I have never seen anything 
that links a specific item to any specific service, only to the company CIWL. No ash trays, no table silver, no 
candle holders, no ..... really nothing except the above mentioned table lamp and these taps. 
Secondly, just imagine how these taps could fit in the washstand of a sleeping compartment where the wash-
stand is usually covered (and remaining water drained) when not in use. These were almost exclusively the R-
type teak cars and later the S-type steel cars. I have only seen taps, often with push-button valves to avoid 
wastage of water that would fit under that cover... 
 
So, these are my comments. I apologize for being very outspoken and blunt in my opinion, but till there is 
proof of the contrary, I don't think there are any genuine Orient Express items on the market. But as long as 
the name sells, there will always be references. 
You may need to rephrase part of my statement to avoid offence to your readers. 
 
Phil Marshall - Responds. 
  
My view is that the taps have never been near the Orient Express, Wagons-Lits branding was the ciwl badge 
and coaches were never allocated to a particular service for any length of time so would not have had orient 
express branding on taps etc.  The type of taps used in the restaurant cars were small and usually wall 
mounted. 
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Christopher Elliott - Responds. 
 
There is every possibility that your taps do come from the Orient Express but proving it is not going to be 
easy. As you may know items which have a former ciwl connection are now fetching high prices at auction 
and this in itself is giving to rising values. 
¦Ǉ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ tŀǊƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨƭŜ tŀǘǊƛƳƻƛƴŜ ŘŜ ƭŜ /ƻƳǇŀƎƴƛŜ ŘŜ 
Wagon-[ƛǘǎΦΩ ¢Ƙŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦǎƘƻƻǘ ƻŦ Ŏƛǿƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŎŎƻǊ IƻǘŜƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 
On the 27th SeptŜƳōŜǊ !ŎŎƻǊŘ ǎƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜǘǎ ŘΩŀǊǘ ŀǘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŜǎΦ 
What is now left, the simple answer is very little as even the paper archives have been transferred to the 
{b/CΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ [Ŝ aŀƴǎΦ 
You will probably need to find a former ciwl employee to tell you whether or not the taps did come from the 
Orient Express. As you may know the current Orient Express which started its second life back in the 1980s 
has itself been refurbished, so the taps may well have come out of this the more modern train 
The Orient Express was indeed the iconic train of ciwl, but there were many others, many of which became 
famous names such as the Blue Train, the Etoile du Nord, etc, etc and the Night Ferry which carried travellers 
asleep from London to Paris and Brussels form 1936 ς 1980. 
 
Alan Thomas - Responds. 
 
Thank you and your experts for your help. There is an overwhelming view that these do not originate from 
the Orient Express after all. That is a shame but we did not know of the possibility when we bought them so 
nothing is lost. 
 

 
LUCILLE - Southampton Airport Parkway - October 14th 2011 - cAdian Willats 
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Preservation News. 
 

 
 
 
 
    

The restoration of Pullman car FINGALL.  
  

 
©David Jones. 
 

The above photograph clearly shows the roof canvas temporarily laid over the boards to check size. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

David Jones 

http://www.bluebell-railway.com/image/33/600/golden-arrow-1.jpg
http://www.bluebell-railway.com/
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©David Jones. 
 

The above photograph clearly displays the new framing parts being added to each side of the car. 
 
 
Pullman car DORIS. 
 
The car had its tarpaulin removed in early November to allow a film company to inspect the interior as they 
want to use it in a forthcoming film set in the 1930s.  
They were not too impressed with the 1969 BR moquette as applied to the armchairs, but to remove the 
seats and replace them with those out of FINGALL would involve taking out one of the windows, which is not 
that straightforward.  
The film is to be shot at the end of January 2012, and also uses semi-Royal saloon No. 806 and the Bluebell 
Railways U Class No. 1638. 
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The Bluebell Pullman Museum. 
 
 

 
©David Jones. 
 

The above photograph of the new Pullman display in the new Museum. 
 
Taken with permission, as photography is not normally allowed in within the museum. 
The display comprises artifacts kindly loaned by Pullman Historian Antony Ford. 
 
 
 
 
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway - Howard Sprenger. 
 
The BRB Residuary has granted permission, without charge, for the use of the Pullman Coat of Arms (Crest) 
on its buffet facilities and Mk2 coaches.  The Ecclesbourne Belle, anyone...? 
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The Tyseley Mk1 Pullman Cars - David Martin. 
 
 
 

 
©David Martin. 
 
Pullman car EAGLE on February 12th 2011, the car is now on the 'bank' awaiting restoration to begin. 
  
 
 
Both Pullman Parlour Second Cars No.349 and 353 went away during the summer of 2011 for repainting, 
however they have returned minus the Pullman coat of arms and body side car identification. 
  
Pullman Kitchen Second Car No.335 has been in use during the summer of 2011 within the train formation of 
the Shakespeare Express. 
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                       ©David Martin. 

 
CAR No.349 resplendent in lined umber and cream at Tyseley on Sunday October 23rd 2011. 

 
 

 
                     ©David Martin. 
 
CAR No.353 without any Pullman Coat of Arms and car identity stands at Tyseley on October 23rd 2011. 
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Pullman Car No.132. 
 

 
       ©Mike Morant Collection. 
 

CAR No.132 stands at Ramsgate Station in 1959. 
 
Schedule Number No.132 . 
ANACONDA.  
Kitchen First Class. 
Built by Clayton Wagons of Lincoln 1921. 
New body on an ex-LNWR Ambulance Train Underframe (1914-1918). 
 
1934     Rebuilt by Preston Park to Composite car 12 First Class & 14 Third Class. 
1948 May    Became THIRD CLASS CAR No.132. 
1948 May 31st  LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ Ψ¢ƘŀƴŜǘ .ŜƭƭŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ŎŀǊǎ Chwah{!Σ /hw![Σ мсΣ мотΣ монΣ фсΣ ммΣ 

135 & 15. 
 
Withdrawn 1959  Became Camping Coach BR LM No.022260 Located at Betws-Y-Coed between 

March 14th 1960 to July 1964. Then broken-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


