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Cover Photograph: 
 
©Antony Ford. 
 
George Behrend within the VSO-E British Pullman car IBIS in 1999. 
 
As widely reported in mid July George Behrend passed away on July 12th. 
Antony Ford has been kind enough to supply two photographs of George and also written an 
appreciation of George which can be found on pages 6 & 7. 
 
 
Editorial: 
 
Welcome to Coupé News No: 90.  
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.  
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within this edition. 
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e-mail or printing 
a copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters Pullman. 
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list, then Email to the editorial 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ   
Also some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another, I do get bounce 
backs advising that an e-mail address no longer exists or the mail box full. If by the 5th of each month 
your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the missing 
edition. 
 
The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor. 
 
Information Required: 
 
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved railway or in use 
as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupé News and the Pullman Car Services Archive. 
 
Information is for sharing - ƴƻǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŘǳǎǘΧΦΦ 
  
If you have any material for inclusion in No.91, please forward by August 27th 2010. 

 
Coupé News No.91 will be published on September 1st 2010. 

 
Editorial Address: 
 
Terry Bye 
Pullman Car Services 
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Coupé News editions 1 to 89 and all Special Editions can be sourced at: -  
 
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html
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We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this edition of 
Coupé News.  

 
Originally built by the Gilbert Car Manufacturing Company of Troy (USA) in 1891. 
Then shipped to the South Eastern Railway Workshops in Ashford, Kent. 
Built with the five other cars and by March 2nd 1892, when the cars ran in a Press Demonstration 
from Charing Cross to Hastings.  
The five cars ran in the train of March 2nd, this being the only time they were recorded as running 
together, apart from publicity photographs. 
The cars ran individually on all routes until being rebuilt in 1896. 
 
1892 Description when assembled. 
First Saloon.  
Total of 24 seats (Probably). 
The car allocated the identity of No.47. 
 
1896 Description when rebuilt. 
Rebuilt by SER at Ashford , basic layout presumed unchanged. 
Total of 24 seats. 
After rebuilding the cars formed the άHastings Car TrainέΦ  
 
The car was purchased by the Pullman Car Company in January 1919. 
 
1920 Pullman Description. 
¢ȅǇŜ Ψ/Ω YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŎŀǊΦ  
Total of 16 seats.  
 
Pullman Name:  FIGARO. 
Type of Car:   Kitchen. 
Into Service:   May 1920.  
Original Builder:  Pullman Longhedge Works. 
Pre 1960 Schedule No: 90. 
Post 1960 Schedule No: 90.   
Tare:   30t. 
Seats:    16.  
Bogies:   2 x 4 wheels. 
 
The livery applied by the Pullman Car Company was as applied to the South Eastern & Chatham 
Railways operational Pullman cars of Crimson Lake (as applied presently to Pullman car TOPAZ within 
the National Collection at the NRM York).  
Allocated the name FIGARO in the normal location for car name and numbers mid lower panel on 
both sides. 
 
1930 June.   Stopped.  
 
Sold and located at Selsey as a dwelling. 
 
Information sources: - 
ά! /ŀǊ /ŀƭƭŜŘ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴŎŜέ - SE&CR Society 2007 ς ISBN 978-0-902835-23-8. 
άtǳƭƭƳŀƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ ς G.Behrend 1962 ς ISBN Not registered. 
Pullman Car Services ς Archive. 
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Free Internet Newsletters, Magazines & Web Sites: 
 
MRE Mag. 
 
Model Railway Express - Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modelers with thrice 
weekly news and readers' discussion.  Also, model and book reviews, classified ads, etc. Over 1,000 
readers and published every Monday, Wednesday & Friday by Pat Hammond.   
Visit  www.mremag.com for further detail and information. 
 
RAILDATE. 
 
The weekly newsletter produced and also published by Howard Sprenger of the Hursley Park Model 
Railway Society every Friday covering general railway subjects with links to sites for further 
information visit: - 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/ 
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter. 
 
RAILWAY HERALD. 
 
Railway Herald is a colour magazine that covers todayΩǎ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ scene in the UK. 
Please note this magazine has been updated into a new format, I recommend if you have yet to view this 
magazine you do so now. 
Visit www.railwayherald.co.uk for further detail and information. 
 
PULLMAN RELATED WEB-SITES. 
 

BritPull                                                                                                                                                                               

Pullmans in Britain. An opportunity to discuss all aspects of Pullman vehicles and their workings in 

Britain. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/ 
 
blue_pullman. 
A group for anyone interested in the British Rail Blue Pullman sets which operated between London and 
Manchester / Birmingham / South Wales. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/ 
 
PullmanCompanyResearchers. 

A friendly discussion group for anyone with a genealogical or historical interest in the Pullman 

Company and their ancestors who were associated with it. Includes Pullman Company, Pullman Car 

Works, Pullman Palace Car Company, Pullman porters etc. and the town of Pullman near Chicago 

built for Pullman employees. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mremag.com/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
http://www.railwayherald.co.uk/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/


Coupé News ς No. 90 ς August 2010 - Page 5 of 36 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look Back At Pullman: 
 

  1950 ς August - 60 Years Ago: 
  
August 9th. Devon Belle stock  Excursion. London Victoria Station to Chichester and cruise on 

Southampton Water. 
 
August 23rd. Devon Belle stock Excursion. London Waterloo Station to Templecombe for transfer 

by road to Wells Cathedral. 
 (Source: PCS-A  - Greg Child 19/09/1992). 
 
 
1960 ς August - 50 Years Ago: 
 
August 26th. The South Wales tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ōȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ bƻΦрллс Ψ¢ǊŜƎŜƴƴŀ /ŀǎǘƭŜΩΦ 

The following Pullman cars being within the trains formation. 
 CAR No.54, 171, 35, DIAMOND (The Daffodil Bar), CECILIA, ZENA, CHLORIA &  

CAR No.27.  
(Source: Pullman Travelling in Style- Brian Haresnape ς Page 130.). 

 
August 27th. ¢ƘŜ ΨDƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿΩ ƛǎ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ōȅ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ /ƭŀǎǎ bƻΦоплуу Ψнмо {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩ 

The formation consisting of 1 x Bogie Luggage Van (BLV), 2 x BR Mk1 Standard- 
coaches, 7 x Pullman cars and 1 x BLV. 
(Source: Steam Days No.21 Pages 36 & 37). 

 
 
1990 ς August  - 20 Years Ago: 
 
August 4th. Composite car BERTHA now fully restored and into service on the Bluebell Railway.   

  (Source: Railway World - October 1990). 
 
August 15th. Ex-5Bel Kitchen First VERA restored and into service within the British Pullman train 

operation of the VSO-E.   

    (Source: Railway Magazine - November 1990). 
 
 
 

 
Coupé News - Passengers Reservations List. 

 
272 x Regular First Class Passengers. 

 
3 x Web Sites - Passenger Numbers Unknown. 

 
Welcome aboard to the following joining passengers: - 

 
   J.Walters. 
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GEORGE BEHREND  JANUARY 10th 1922 ς JULY 12th 2010 ς GONE WITH REGRET - Antony Ford. 

{ŀŘƭȅΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŜƘǊŜƴŘΩǎ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ /ǳƭƭŜƴΣ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ that 
George passed away at 7 p.m. on Monday July 12th peacefully after a brief illness.  
George had been unwell for about a week. Thankfully the staff and local friends had kept in regular contact 
advising of his progress, following my last visit late December. A man of few harsh words and with a dry 
sense of humour, George thought highly of them all - so much so that he refused to leave the comfort and 
famiƭƛŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ 
 

 
                 ©Antony Ford. 
                 In 2006 both George & Antony visited Dufftown and were photographed within one  
                 of the two ex 5Bel Brighton Belle cars.     
 
When I spoke to him recently he was in remarkably good spirits and said he was reasonably comfortable, but 
very tired. During our conversations, he invariably talked of his passion for Wagons Lits and Pullman cars and 
gave me constant encouragement to continue with my own research.  
I was always fascinated by his host of detailed recollections, particularly the stories of him often watching the 
Ψ¢ƻǊǉǳŀȅ tǳƭƭƳŀƴΩ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bŜǿōǳǊȅ ƛƴ мфнфΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ΨhƭȅƳǇƛŎΩ 
during the Slump in 1932.  
On every visit to Scotland he always (but always) had colourful stories to tell, which I have recorded. And 
having promised for some time to write down his recollections of Pre-war Pullman travel particularly for me, 
I received only two weeks ago a remarkable hand-written note of his journeys in Pullman cars Marjorie and 
Thelma together with his trip on an Egyptian Pullman; all with a splash of humour and sensitivity. I felt quite 
humbled that George congratulated me on my latest book, too, and he exclaimed it brought back for him a 
flood of wonderful memories. 
As we are all probably aware he was well-known for his various and often treasured travel books, and 
contributed regularly towards articles in the popular railway press; some of his most notable books include: 
ΨtǳƭƭƳŀƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ όмфснύ ŀƴŘ ΨDƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ wŜƎǊŜǘΩ όмффм нnd Edition), among many others. 
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PULLMAN WORKINGS ²L¢I [b9w tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ ς Tommy Knox. 
 

I detail below identified August 1960 (50 Years Ago) BR Pacific Locomotive working of Pullman 
services on the Eastern Region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Educated at Marlborough and Oxford, he initially lived for the first thirty years of his life in Burghclere, 
Hampshire, followed by four years in the army during World War II in the Western Desert, North Africa, Italy 
and Greece. He became a member of the Chartered Institute of Transport and of the British Guild of Travel 
Writers, living for more than twenty years in Jersey before finally moving to Buckie in Scotland.    
The loss of George is sad for those who knew him and admired his work.  
It is regrettably another severed link with the past.    
 
 

 
    ©Antony Ford. 
 

In 1999 both Antony & George travelled within VSO-E British Pullman car IBIS. 
 
 
Antony attended the funeral at Moray Crematorium on Tuesday July 20th. 
  

  

George Behrend 1922 ς нлмл ΨDƻƴŜ ²ƛǘƘ wŜƎǊŜǘΩ. 
 

 
 

My personal thanks to Antony for the loan of the photographs and his appreciation. 
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The Eastern Region of British Railways Pacific Class Locomotive Pullman Workings ς Tommy Knox. 
 

I detail below workings for August 1960 (50 Years Ago). 
 
The Queen of Scots Pullman. 
 
60.08.04            60134   131 Up Queen of Scots into Kings Cross  
60.08.05            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots into Kings Cross  
60.08.06            60036   142 Dn North Briton from Leeds - Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots 
60.08.06            60085   131 Up Queen of Scots from Edinburgh - Newcastle 
60.08.06            60099   09.10 Glasgow - York into Newcastle / 58 Dn Queen of Scots  
60.08.06            60120   948 08.00 Kings Cross - Leeds / 131 11.10 Up Queen of Scots   
60.08.06            60134   58 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross  
60.08.08            60134   948 08.00 Kings Cross - Leeds / 131 Up Queen of Scots (118) 
60.08.09            60134   948 08.00 Kings Cross - Leeds / 131 Up Queen of Scots (118) 
60.08.10            60069   131 Up Queen of Scots into Kings Cross (118) 
60.08.11            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots into Kings Cross (118) 
60.08.13            60036   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots 
60.08.13            60073   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle 
60.08.13            60074   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle / Newcastle - Liverpool  
60.08.13            60085   Birmingham - Newcastle arr 13.52 / 58 Dn Queen of Scots from Newcastle - 
Edinburgh 
60.08.15            60020   131 Up Queen of Scots from Glasgow  
60.08.15            60036   131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
60.08.16            60036   131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle 
60.08.16            60077   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
60.08.17            60036   131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
60.08.17            60530   58 Dn Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
60.08.20            60036   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
60.08.20            60127   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 58 Dn Queen of Scots  
60.08.20            60153   142 09.15 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots  
60.08.20            60502   58 Dn Queen of Scots from Kings Cross 
60.08.22            60130   58 Dn Queen of Scots failed at Wakefield 63984 on to Leeds  
60.08.23            60035   58 Dn Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
60.08.25            60130   131 Up Queen of Scots from Leeds  
60.08.25            60517   131 Up Queen of Scots from Edinburgh  
60.08.26            60073   131 Up Queen of Scots from Edinburgh  
60.08.27            60073   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
60.08.27            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots  
60.08.27            60120   58 Dn Queen of Scots  
60.08.31            60074   131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
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The Tees Tyne Pullman. 
 
60.08.03            60003   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
60.08.03            60013   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman   
60.08.19            60008   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
 
(Not much this month) 
 
The Yorkshire Pullman. 
 
60.08.02            60044   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.04            60044   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.05            60061   793 09.52 Peterborough - Kings Cross / 84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.06            60044   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.06            60130   19 Up Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.08            60150   54 10.20 Kings Cross - Leeds / 19 Up Yorkshire Pullman / 168 20.05 Dn Car 
Sleeper 
60.08.09            60061   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.12            60044   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.13            60118   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.13            60130   19 Up Yorkshire Pullman / 88 18.12 Kings Cross - Leeds  
60.08.17            60103   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.22            60039   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.24            60039   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.25            60103   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
60.08.27            60130   19 Up Yorkshire Pullman / 17.52 Kings Cross - Peterborough/Cambridge 
 
The Harrogate Sunday Pullman. 
 
 
60.08.07            60062   84 09.45 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman 8on  
60.08.07            60134   19 Up Harrogate Sunday Pullman  
 
Please note, Tommy advises that his web site has been down for a period of time, following 
someone hacking in and wiping the information held.  
Tommy has been able to retrieve the information and the web site is up and running, although he 
has still to tidy it up.  
¢ƻƳƳȅΩǎ database is held on a standalone system and is unaffected by the above.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Tommy via his web Site address below.. 
 
www.lner-pacifics.me.uk 
 
My thanks to Tommy for his continued support with his monthly historical review, for further 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ [b9w tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ¢ƻƳƳȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀs detailed above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lner-pacifics.me.uk/
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Venice Simplon ς Orient - 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ      .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ     άtŀƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎέΦ 
 
In late July, Gina Breen Charters Manager British Pullman & Northern Belle forwarded to me a copy 
of the 2010 booklet covering the history of the eleven Pullman cars that make-up the formation of 
the British Pullman train. 
 

 
           ©Venice Simplon-Orient-Express-Limited. 
 


