
Coupé News ς No. 86 ς April 2010 - Page 1 of 30 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                              

  

                                                                                                              Pullman Car Services 
  

  

                                                                                                                                                            CCoouuppéé  NNeewwss  

  

  

  

      ά¢ƘŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ [ƻƴƎ !ŦǘŜǊ ¢ƘŜ tǊƛŎŜ ƛǎ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴέ  

 

 
  

APRIL 2010 ς CAR No.86.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http:///


Coupé News ς No. 86 ς April 2010 - Page 2 of 30 

 

Cover Photograph ς J. Armstrong Collection - R.Barber March 2010. 
 
The HARROGATE PULLMAN. 
Routed via Starbeck to rejoin the Leeds route near CrimpleΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨB1Ω will have brought the empty 
coaching stock from Leeds to Harrogate, and then worked the service forward to Leeds Central. 
 
 
Editorial: 
 
Welcome to Coupé News No: 86.  
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.  
 
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within this edition. 
 
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e-mail or printing 
a copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters Pullman. 
 
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list, then Email to the editorial 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳple as that.   
Also some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another, I do get bounce 
backs advising that an e-mail address no longer exists or the mail box full. If by the 5th of each month 
your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the missing 
edition. 
 
The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor. 
 
 
Information Required: 
 
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved railway or in use 
as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupé News and the Pullman Car Services Archive. 
 
Information is for sharing - ƴƻǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŘǳǎǘΧΦΦ 
  
If you have any material for inclusion in No.87, please forward by April 27th 2010. 

 
Coupé News No.87 will be published on May 1st 2010. 

 
 

Editorial Address: 
 
Terry Bye 
Pullman Car Services 
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
Coupé News editions 1 to 85 and all Special Editions can be sourced at: -  
 
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html 
 
 

mailto:pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html


Coupé News ς No. 86 ς April 2010 - Page 3 of 30 

 

We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this edition of 
Coupé News.  
 

 
Originally built by the Gilbert Car Manufacturing Company of Troy (USA) in 1891. 
Then shipped to the South Eastern Railway Workshops in Ashford, Kent. 
Built with the five other cars and by March 2nd 1892, when the cars ran in a Press Demonstration 
from Charing Cross to Hastings.  
The cars ran individually on all routes until being rebuilt in 1896.then.  5 cars ran in the train of 
March 2nd, the only time they were recorded as running together, apart from publicity photos,  
before rebuilding.   
 
1892 Description when assembled. 
First class Drawing Room car with swivel armchairs.  
Fixed and free chairs in smoking compartment.  
Total of 25 seats. 
The car ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻΦоо Ψ5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ wƻƻƳ /ŀǊΩΦ 
 
1896 Description when rebuilt. 
wŜōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ {9w ŀǘ !ǎƘŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ Ψ¢ƘƛǊŘ /ƭŀǎǎΩ ŎŀǊΦ 
Third class with fixed seating.  
Partitions to form three compartments.  
Including Ladies and smoking compartment.  
Total of 38 seats. 
 
After rebuilding the cars formed the άHastings Car TrainέΦ  
 
The car was purchased by the Pullman Car Company in January 1919. 
 
1920 Pullman Description. 
¢ȅǇŜ Ψ/Ω YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŎŀǊΦ  
Total of 16 seats.  
 
Pullman Name:  CONSTANCE. 
Type of Car:   Parlour. 
Into Service:   May 1920.  
Original Builder:  Pullman Longhedge Works. 
Pre 1960 Schedule No: 86. 
Post 1960 Schedule No: 89.   
Tare:   30t. 
Seats:    16*a, 20*b.  
Bogies:   2 x 4 wheels. 
 
The livery applied by the Pullman Car Company was as applied to the South Eastern & Chatham 
Railways operational Pullman cars of Crimson Lake (as applied presently to Pullman car TOPAZ within 
the National Collection at the NRM York).  
Allocated the name CONSTANCE the normal location for car name and numbers mid lower panel on 
both sides. 
  
1928 November 15th. Condemned. 
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1930. Purchased by Edith Dexter. Delivered by rail to Barnham Station. Body then 
cut into half and the bogies removed. Moved by two horse drawn carts (six 
dray horses each) via Yapton to Elmer a distance of 41/ 2 miles.  

 
                                            On arrival at Elmer (West Sussex) the two halves of the car body were 

placed on the prepared plinths and rejoined, by the Estates head joiner Mr 
Ted Tranter. 

 The car body was encased as bungalow structure. 
 
1990. Used as a store. 
 
1997 July 15th. Car body lifted in two parts and then moved by road via Worthing to Horsted 

Keynes on the Bluebell Railway  
 

 
Information sources: - 
ά! /ŀǊ /ŀƭƭŜŘ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴŎŜέ - SE&CR Society 2007 ς ISBN 978-0-902835-23-8. 
άtǳƭƭƳŀƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ ς G.Behrend 1962 ς ISBN Not registered. 
Pullman Car Services ς Archive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coupé News - Passengers Reservations List. 

 
263 x Regular First Class Passengers. 

 
3 x Web Sites - Passenger Numbers Unknown. 

 
Welcome aboard to the following joining passengers: ς 

    
M.Brown. 
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Putting it Right. 
 
Edition No.85 Cover Photograph. 
 
 

 
      ©Ian S Carr ς (5715) - R.Barber. 
 
wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ά5ƻǿƴέ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŜǎ ¢ȅƴŜ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ, tƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ά¦Ǉέ 
working. The train is about to cross the viaduct at the South end of the station. 
 
Class 55 No.55005 Ψ¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎ hǿƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΩ with the Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ψ¦ǇΩ working of 
the Tees Tyne Pullman at Durham station on April 30th 1976.  
 
My thanks to Raymond Watson and Blair Robinson for advising of the text error. 
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Gilbert Car CARMEN ς Jim Greaves. 
 
 

 
 
If I may offer a correction to Coupe News 85.   
The Gilbert Cars did not form the Hastings car train until after rebuilding in 1896.   
They ran individually on all routes until then.   
5 cars ran in the train of March 2nd, the only time they were recorded as running together, apart 
from publicity photos, before rebuilding.   
Car 47 (originally baggage) wasn't completed until July 1892.  
 The photo of CAR No.32 (Above) was taken in America.   
It was then dismantled, crated and shipped with the others for erection and finishing at Ashford. 
  
Despite the death toll in the Sevenoaks accident, none of the passengers travelling with Pullman car 
CARMEN were killed or seriously injured. 
  
As rebuilt in 1896 these cars weighed about 25 tons.   
Although I don't dispute it, I've often wondered how Pullman managed to add 5 tons to the weight 
without doing much to them structurally? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PULLMAN SOCIETY 
 

The Society is dedicated to the study of all aspects of Pullman operations in the British Isles 
and Continental Europe ς and in the United States, where the first cars were built and 
services began. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ά¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ ²ŀȅέ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ FOUR times a year and  
this will include a separate Newsletter of breaking news.  

 
For further details including Membership please contact  

Alan Wood - Email awood17166@aol.com 
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Free Internet Newsletters, Magazines & Web Sites: 
 
MRE Mag. 
 
Model Railway Express - Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modelers with thrice 
weekly news and readers' discussion.  Also, model and book reviews, classified ads, etc. Over 1,000 
readers and published every Monday, Wednesday & Friday by Pat Hammond.   
Visit  www.mremag.com for further detail and information. 
 
RAILDATE. 
 
The weekly newsletter produced and also published by Howard Sprenger of the Hursley Park Model 
Railway Society every Friday covering general railway subjects with links to sites for further 
information visit: - 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/ 
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter. 
 
RAILWAY HERALD. 
 
Railway Herald is a colour magazine that covers todayΩǎ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ scene in the UK. 
Please note this magazine has been updated into a new format, I recommend if you have yet to view this 
magazine you do so now. 
Visit www.railwayherald.co.uk for further detail and information. 
 
PULLMAN RELATED WEB-SITES. 
 

BritPull                                                                                                                                                                               

Pullmans in Britain. An opportunity to discuss all aspects of Pullman vehicles and their workings in 

Britain. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/ 
 
blue_pullman. 
A group for anyone interested in the British Rail Blue Pullman sets which operated between London and 
Manchester / Birmingham / South Wales. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/ 
 
PullmanCompanyResearchers. 

A friendly discussion group for anyone with a genealogical or historical interest in the Pullman 

Company and their ancestors who were associated with it. Includes Pullman Company, Pullman Car 

Works, Pullman Palace Car Company, Pullman porters etc. and the town of Pullman near Chicago 

built for Pullman employees. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/ 
 
The International Railway Preservation Society. 
 
άThe International Railway Preservation SocietyέΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŜƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ 
which has two CIWL cars. 
 
www.irps-wl.org.uk 
 

http://www.mremag.com/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
http://www.railwayherald.co.uk/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/
http://www.irps-wl.org.uk/
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Look Back At Pullman: 
 
1940 - April - 70 Years Ago: 
 

As of March 1940 a Semi-Brighton Belle service with the use of one 5 Bel unit and 
one 4 Cor unit became operational with the following workings. 

  Departures from London Victoria at 11.0 a.m & 4.0 p.m.  
Departures from Brighton at 1.25 p.m & 6.25 p.m.  
In April the 4 Cor set was replaced by a 6PAN set. 
(Source: Railway Magazine - April 1940 & May 1940). 

 
 
1960 - April - 50 Years Ago: 
 
April 23rd&24th. The Golden Arrow service was noted being hauled by Bulleid Battle of Britain Class 

Pacific No.34086 Ω219 {v¦!5whbΩ. 
(Source: Steam Days - May 1993). 
 

  

  1965 - April - 45 Years Ago: 
  
April 10th. Alan Pegler hires the Tees Tyne Pullman for a special charter from Darlington to 

tŜǘŜǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ōȅ !ƭŀƴ tŜƎƭŜǊΩǎ DǊŜǎƭŜȅ !о bƻΦпптн CƭȅƛƴƎ 
Scotsman. The charter is a ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ wƻŀŘ 
Works for the completion of an overhaul on the locomotive. 

 The charter ran Darlington to Peterborough (ECML) then Doncaster via Sleaford, 
and finally Doncaster to Darlington (ECLML).  
The train formation consisted of Pullman cars EUNICE, FALCON, HADRIAN BAR, car 
No.349, 336, 72, heron AND Ex Pullman Observation Car SC280M (No.13).   
(Source: F.Mallon). 
 

 
 

The charter seen near Northallerton - ©John Boyes Collection 
 


