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Last British Atlantic
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CHAPTER of locomotive history

was closed on Sunday, April 13,

when the last Atlantic tender
locomotive to remain in regular service
on British Railways, No. 32424, Beachy
Head, ended its working life of more than
46 years. A few hours earlier, it had
hauled a special train, the ™ Sussex
Coast Limited,” carrying more than
three hundred members and friends’ of
the Railway Correspondence & Travel
Society, from Victoria to Newhaven
Harbour. ©On the completion of that
journey, it returned to Brighton shed
for the last time.

Built at Bnghton to the designs of
Douglas Earle Marsh, Locomotive Super-
intendent of the London, Brighton &
South Coast Railway from 1905 to 1911,
No. 32424 was placed in service in
September, 1911, and was one of six
class ' H2 " 4-4-2s, originally numbered
421 to 426. Before going to Brighton,
Marsh had been Chief Assistant Mechan-
ical Engineer at Doncaster, and it is,
perhaps, not surprising that his designs
had a marked similarity to those of
Henry Ivatt for the Great Northern
Railway.

The class ** H2 " Atlantics had 21-in. x
26-in. outside cylinders, and piston
valves actuated by Stephenson link
motion. The driving wheels were 6 ft.
71in. dia., and the bogie and trailing
wheels 3 ft, 6in, The boiler was 15 ft,

[J. C. Beckert
No. 32424 at Newhaven Town on April 13, after backing with the ** Sussex
Coast Limited "' from the Harbour Station

6% in. long, with an external diameter of
5 ft. 6in., and carried a working pressure
of 1701b. per sq. in. (subsequently
increased to 200 1b.}. The heating sur-
face, including that of the Schmidt
superheater, was 2,511 sq. ft. In working
order, the engine weighed 684 tons, of
which 37} tons rested on the driving
wheels ; the tender weighed 294 tons.

" SUSSEX COAST LIMITED,” YICTORIA TO
MEWHAVEM HARBOUR

Crist. Sched. | Actual | Speeds
miles min, | m. 5 | m.ph
0.0 | VICTORIA ... o 0 o0 s
2.7 | Clapham June. [ 5 44 49

SiE. 5to
4.9 | Balham fune, 10 2 § —
7.5 | Morbury ... — 6 22 al}
5igs.
10.0 | Windmill Bridge Junc. 17 0 09 —
10,5 | EAST CROYDON [} 10 04 —
13.5 | Purley — a5 10 51
150 | Coulsdon North ... 254 16 54 45

17.7 | Quarry Tunnel {north
mr;{' 1..{
21.9 | Earlswaed

34 34 34 Bl

26.0 | Horlay 381 s 19 &9

9.5 THREE BRIDGES ... 43} 4] 42 L1

319 | Balecembe Teunnel Box 45 4411 56

34.1 | Balcombe ... _— 46 20 70}
siE. stol

380 | HAYWARDS H'TH 53 |53 53
5igs.

4i.1 | Keymer Junc. E&l | 58 26 —

448 | Plumpton ... &0 63 11 57
; E.w.r.

47.6 | Cooksbridge —_— 7 44 55

50.2 | LEWES ... i 68f |72 01 —

51.0 | Southerhom func. ... —_— T 16 *

544 | Mewhaven Town -.. 78 72 50 —

56.8 | MEWHAYEM HBR. B0 Bl Il _—

* Spead 52 m.p.h. after Sputherham June,
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The *° Sussex Coast Limited,’’ headed by 2-6-4 tank No. 80154, ascending

the bank between Lewes and Falmer on its way to Brighton

Together with five similar, but not
superheated, locomotives of class " Hl1,*"
built in 1905 and 1906, and numbered
37 to 41, the " H2 " Atlantics passed to
the Southern Railway at the grouping
of 1923, and had 2,000 added to their
numbers. They also received names of
headlands on the south and west coast
of England. After the nationalisation
of the railways in 1948, the numbers
were again altered by the addition of
30,000,

The special train arranged by the
Railway Correspondence & Travel Society
to mark the withdrawal from service of
No. 32424 on April 13 was made up of
six corridor coaches and the Pullman car
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Myrtle, and left Victoria at 10.25 a.m.
The locomaotive experienced no difﬁculﬂc}r
in handling its load of 234 tons tare
and 2535 tons gross, and, despite two
signal stops, covered the 57-mile journey

.to Newhaven Harbour in only 1 min.

mote than the 80 min. allowed for the
non-stop run.  Details of the run are
set out in the accompanying table.
compiled by Messrs. H. C. Creamer and
L. J. W. Smith.

The signal delays were unavoidable,
because the 10.25a.m. electric train
from Victoria to Worthing and Little-
hampton had to be given preference at
Balham Junction, to which point it had-
been specially diverted to the down relief
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The special train passing Selhurst on the return journey to London, with
‘' King Arthur ' class 4-6-0 No. 30796, °* Sir Dodinas le Savage ™’








